
WEEKLYUPDATE
NOEL: A FAMILIAR GLOW, YEAR AFTER YEAR
Every December, a familiar word appears in Jack and Marijke Brown’s yard in
Greenfield, glowing softly against the winter night: NOEL. The word Noel comes from
the French Noël, meaning Christmas, with roots in the Latin natalis, or birth. At its
heart, it speaks to arrival, to light, to hope, and to something new. Perhaps that is why
it has endured so powerfully in our collective memory. For many adults, the Browns’
display brings a wave of nostalgia. Decades ago, this same NOEL hung over the
highway, welcoming people to town during the Christmas season. Seeing it lit again
each year stirs memories of a different time, when holiday decorations were fewer,
simpler, and somehow felt larger than life. For today’s younger generation, it is
something else entirely: a core childhood memory, formed simply by driving down
Iowa Street and seeing those letters glow. What began decades ago as a simple
holiday decoration has become a thread connecting past and present. That
continuity, the sense that some things remain steady, is deeply reassuring. In a
season that often moves too fast, this familiar glow reminds us that traditions matter
not because they are grand, but because they return, year after year, grounding us in
who we are and where we belong. The past nineteen months have been a defining
time for Greenfield. They have not been easy. But we pushed through together, as
one community that cares deeply for each resident. NOEL reminds us of what has
always carried us forward: hope, renewal, and the quiet strength of standing
together. The future is bright, and we are embracing it, together.
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COMMUNITY UPDATES

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE AND
COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS
ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21
In a season often filled with expectations and
mixed emotions, this Sunday offers something
different: space to pause, to be honest, and to feel
supported. This Sunday, December 21, join friends
and neighbors in an opportunity to slow down and
care for one another through two connected
gatherings at the Greenfield United Methodist
Church. 
At 5:00 p.m., a Blue Christmas Service will be held
in the sanctuary. This quiet, reflective service is
designed for anyone who may not feel particularly
cheerful this season, offering space for
contemplation, music, and prayer, and
acknowledging that light can still be found in
difficult moments.
Following the service, Community Conversations
will continue at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall with
a shared meal and open discussion centered on
holiday sadness. Hosted by Adair County Healthy
Connections, with support from the NVHS Personal
Wellness & Leadership Class and Greenfield UMC,
the evening invites participants to listen, share,
and learn together in a supportive, welcoming
environment.
These gatherings are open to everyone. Whether
you come to speak, to listen, or simply to sit
alongside others, you are encouraged to come as
you are. The purpose is not to fix or rush past
difficult feelings, but to acknowledge them and
remind one another that connection, compassion,
and hope remain present—even when they are
quiet.
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